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ABOUT THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA

On the basis of the Slovenian Constitution, the National
Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia began to function af-
ter the second democratic elections in 1992.

The most recent parliamentary elections, in which ninety
deputies were elected to the National Assembly, were held
on 3 October 2004.

Deputies are elected by universal, equal, direct and secret
voting.

The deputies are the representatives of all the people and
are not bound by any instructions.

The term of office of a deputy lasts four years. Elections to
the National Assembly are called by the President of the
Republic.

France Cukjati, M.D.,
President of the National Assembly

of the Republic of Slovenia
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WORKING BODIES
The National Assembly estab-
lishes working bodies to moni-
tor the state of affairs in indi-
vidual areas, to prepare policy
decisions in such areas, to for-
mulate positions on particular
issues and to discuss draft
laws and other acts of the Na-
tional Assembly.

A working body is composed
of a chairman, usually one
deputy chairman and the
members. As a general rule,
the offices of chairman and
deputy chairman of a given
working body are held by
deputies of different deputy
groups. If the chairman of a
working body belongs to one
of the deputy groups of the
governing coalition, the office
of deputy chairman will nor-
mally be held by a member of
an opposition deputy group,
and vice versa.

The leading positions in the
Commission for Budgetary
and Other Public Finance
Control and in the Commis-
sion for Supervision of the In-
telligence and Security Serv-
ices are held by deputies of
opposition deputy groups.
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COMMITTEES
The National Assembly establishes standing committees, generally corresponding to the
areas for which individual ministries are competent, or which cover several inter-related
areas. Committees may also be established for specific tasks.

The National Assembly has the following committees in the 2004-2008 parliamentary
term:

•The Committee on the Economy

•The Committee on Transport

•The Committee on the Environment and Spatial Planning

•The Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Food

•The Committee on Finance and Monetary Policy

•The Committee on Foreign Policy

•The Committee on Domestic Policy, Public Administration and Justice

•The Committee on Defence

•The Committee on Health

•The Committee on Labour, the Family, Social Policy and the Disabled

•The Committee on Culture, Education and Sport

•The Committee on Higher Education, Science and Technological Development

•The Committee on Local Self-Government and Regional Development

•The Committee on EU Affairs
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COMMISSIONS
The National Assembly establishes commissions to examine specific common issues or to
examine individual matters.

The National Assembly has the following standing commissions:

•The Commission for Mandates and Elections

•The Commission for the Rules of Procedure

•The Commission for National Communities

•The Commission for Budgetary and Other Public Finance Control

•The Commission for Supervision of the Intelligence and Security Services

The following commissions are also operating in the current term:

•The Constitutional Commission

•The Commission for Petitions, Human Rights and Equal Opportunities

•The Commission for Relations with Slovenes in Neighbouring and Other Countries

•The Commission under the Prevention of Corruption Act

•Commission of Inquiry to determine and assess the actual state of affairs which may
serve as a basis for deciding on the political responsibility of the holders of public offices
within the Government of the Republic of Slovenia, the Ministry of Justice and the
Office of the State Prosecutor General of the Republic of Slovenia concerning the
exercise of control pursuant to the State Prosecutor Act (Official Gazette of the republic
of Slovenia, No. 110/02 - official consolidated text) in relation to legislative
amendments and other decisions made in accordance with the constitutional powers of
the National Assembly
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COMMISSION FOR BUDGETARY AND
OTHER PUBLIC FINANCE CONTROL
The Commission for Budgetary and Other Public Finance
Control is one of the National Assembly standing commis-
sions, established pursuant to the Rules of Procedure of the
National Assembly.

In accordance with Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure,
the Commission:

•controls the implementation of the state budget and the
financial plans of the Pension and Disability Insurance
Institute of Slovenia, the Health Insurance Institute of
Slovenia and the public institute Radiotelevizija Slovenija
in terms of legality, purpose and rationality of use and
accuracy of their financial statements on the basis of
Court of Audit reports,

•monitors the implementation of the budgets of local
communities which receive financial resources to balance
their accounts, and controls the intended use of resources
allocated from the state budget,

•controls the implementation of financial plans and the
accuracy of the financial statements of public funds,
public enterprises and institutes founded by the Republic
of Slovenia,

•discusses draft laws, other acts and issues related to
control over the implementation of the state budget and
other public finance as well as to the activities of bodies
responsible for such control,

• reports to the National Assembly on the control
performed and proposes necessary measures.
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WORK OF THE COMMISSION
IN THE 2000-2004
PARLIAMENTARY TERM

In the previous term, the Commission and the National As-
sembly discussed and adopted five annual accounts of the
state budget (for 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002). As
the complexity of such discussions increased over the
years, it was necessary to continue the efforts aimed at in-
creasing the quality of annual accounts and reducing the
errors and irregularities in such. Reports on the implemen-
tation of financial plans of individual budget users posed a
particular problem: they were incomplete, vague, and
contained data which was inconsistent with the figures
stated in the general and special parts of the annual ac-
counts.

The situation slightly improved over the years, yet never-
theless the adopting of the annual accounts at National As-
sembly sessions (except for 2002) failed to end with the
appropriate measures which could have been proposed by
the Commission exercising its power to control the imple-
mentation of the budget to the National Assembly pursu-
ant to Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure.

At the beginning of the term, a new Court of Audit Act was
adopted which entered into force in March 2001. Further-
more, two amendments to the Auditing of Public Procure-
ment Procedures Act were adopted in May 2002 and April
2004, respectively. An amendment was also made to that
section of the Public Finance Act which deals with budget-
ary control.
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PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE
2004-2008 PARLIAMENTARY TERM
At its first meeting of the current term, the Commission for
Budgetary and Other Public Finance Control set itself
complex tasks to enhance control over public finance,
which may only be accomplished with full participation of
its members and a minimum distinction of members
between coalition and opposition deputies.

Having noted that several issues from the previous term
remained unresolved, the Commission decided to deal
with the most problematic outstanding issues first. Then, it
discussed current reports submitted by the Court of Audit
and other institutions reporting to the Commission or the
National Assembly (in particular, the Budgetary Inspection
and the National Audit Commission). The members de-
cided to discuss all audit reports presented by the Court of
Audit.

Furthermore, a new method of work was determined,
whereby for each item on the agenda one of the members
would act as "main examiner" and pose questions to the
auditees, the control authorities and other parties, while
the other members take part in the discussion with addi-
tional questions.

The Commission cooperates with its counterparts in other
parliaments and with supreme audit institutions abroad,
which gives it the possibility to improve its work and learn
about good practices.

The efficiency of its work of course depends on the per-
formance of the Court of Audit, therefore the Commission
supports the development of audits which focus on the
contents of public finance.

Its main tasks include the discussion of the annual ac-
counts of the state budget, discussion of the implementa-
tion of financial plans of the Pension and Disability Insur-
ance Fund and the Health Insurance Fund of Slovenia,
control of the operations of RTV Slovenija, control of local
government expenditure, and control of operations of pub-
lic funds, public enterprises and public institutions. Moreo-
ver, the Commission identifies and proposes the necessary
legislative amendments leading to a more efficient control
of public finance.



9

COOPERATION WITH OTHER
CONTROL INSTITUTIONS
The Commission exercises financial control on the basis of
reports issued by the Court of Audit which, pursuant to Ar-
ticle 150 of the Constitution, is the highest body for super-
vising state accounts, the state budget and all public
spending.

The Court of Audit of the Republic of Slovenia is or-
ganised and functions in accordance with the relevant law
adopted by the National Assembly on 30 January 2001.
Pursuant to such law, the Court of Audit must submit a re-

port on its work to the National Assembly at least once a
year. Furthermore, it submits its audit reports to the Na-
tional Assembly and informs it of any severe violations of
good business practices by auditees. On the proposal of the
Commission for Budgetary and Other Public Finance Con-
trol, the National Assembly appoints an auditing company
which audits the financial statements of the Court of Audit.

The Commission also receives reports by the Budget Su-
pervision Office of the Ministry of Finance, which con-
ducts budgetary inspections and reports its findings to the
Government of the Republic of Slovenia, which refers
them to the National Assembly.

The Commission cooperates with the National Audit
Commission for Auditing Public Procurement Pro-
cedures, responsible for solving the tenderers' complaints
in relation to irregularities in awarding public contracts.
The National Audit Commission informs the Commission
for Budgetary and Other Public Finance Control of the
problems in the system and legislation on public procure-
ment, and submits proposals for amending the Public Pro-
curement Act and the Auditing of Public Procurement Pro-
cedures Act.

Members of the Commission at a meeting
at the Court of Audit
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PARTICIPATION OF THE
COMMISSION IN THE LEGISLATIVE
WORK OF THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY
In the legislative procedure, the Commission for Budgetary
and Other Public Finance Control takes part in discussions
on laws regarding the supervision of the implementation of
the state budget and other public finance, and the activi-
ties of bodies responsible for such supervision. Current ex-
amples include the Court of Audit Act and the Auditing of
Public Procurement Procedures Act.

The Commission is also responsible for discussing the an-
nual accounts of the state budget.

With regard to legislative amendments aimed at improving
the use of public funds, the Commission will cooperate
with other competent working bodies of the National As-
sembly.
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COMMISSION SECRETARY:

Jo`e Kon~an,
phone: 00 386 1 478 9644,
e-mail: joze.koncan@dz-rs.si

Matej Lahovnik (LDS)

COMPOSITION OF THE COMMISSION

Ciril Testen (NSi) Rudi Ver{nik (SDS)

Kristijan Janc (SLS)Deputy Chair Breda Pe~an
(SD)

Chairman Milan M. Cvikl
(LDS)

Legend of deputy groups:

SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party
LDS - Liberal Democracy of Slovenia
SD - Social Democrats
NSi - New Slovenia
SLS - Slovene People's Party
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