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11.

Are committees formally present as a central place of co-operation between legislaturc
and interest groups? [f no, where is formally central place of co-operation between
legislaure and intersst groups?
Are committees (also) de facto central place of co-operation between legislature and
interest groups? If ng, where is de facto central place of co-operation between
legislature and interest groups?
In your opinion, how important is cc-operation betwecen commitiees and interest
groups for policy-making processes in legislature?
Why in your apinion this co-operation is important for policy-making proccsses in
legislature?
Do you see any differences between committees in co-operation with interest groups?
If yes, can you please tell us why there are differences between committess in their co-
operation with interest groups? [s this first ol all

a) due lo leaders/presidents of committees (personal component)

b) due to committees’s working fields — committees are responsible for policies of

differsnt »importancc« (policy component)

¢} due to different activity of interest groups (interest groups component)

d) other reason; please state a reason
Have standing orders of your parliament been changed in last two decades, especially
in the view of co-operation between committees and interest groups?

If yes, what kind of change has occured (change of legislative procedure, change in

competences of committees...}?

Can you, please describe and evaluate consequences of above mentioned change of
standing orders for co-operation between committees and inferest groups?

Can you, please describe and evaluate any change in co-operation between commitiees
and interest groups which is not a (direct) consequence of change in standing orders?
According to your knowledge, do any idea or wish for changes of standing orders
which can (also) change {improve) co-operation between committees and interest

groups exist?

- If _yes, according to these ideas or wishes what should be changed (improved) and
why?
-According to your opinion what should be changed in co-operation between

committees and interest groups?

-
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Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenka Krasovec [alenka.krasovecEuni-j.sil
Sent: 26 marec 2004 3:55

To: kstrom@weber.ucsd.edu

Subject: commitiees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Strom,

I am writing to you on behait of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubijana, Slovenia. We
are currently involved in a project concerning the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian National
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Qur research team: is composed of Alenka Krasovec, Danica Fink-Hafner and Dammjan Lajh and the research team
has (on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Accordingly, we
would like to ask you to co-aperate in our project.

For the Jast phase of the project, we have decided to underiake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
empirteal data on co-operation between committees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
mternationally comparabic. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide vour
telephone number so that we can make centact with you.

We thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our research. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any questions.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovec, on behal? of the research team

28. 04. D4
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Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenka Krasovec lalerka.krasovec @uni-l).si]
Sent:  26. marec 2004 8:50

Ta: T.K Saalfeld@kent ac.uk

Subject: committees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Saalfeld,

L am writg to you on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana, Stovenin, We
are currently involved in a project concerning the “Committees of the Slovene Patliament as a Central Place of
Jo-Operation hetwesn Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenmian National
Asscmbly and the Ministry of Education, Scisnce and Sport.

Our research team is composed of Alenka Krafovee, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the rescarch team
1as {on the basis of analysed articles) identified vou as a valuable expert with whom o talk. Aecordingly, we
would like to ask you to co-operate in our project.

“or the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
‘mpirical data on co-operation between committees and interests groups.

We hape you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
nternationaily comparable. Should you prefer 1o answer the guestions by telephone, please provide vour
ielephone number so that we can make contact with you.

Ve thank you in advance for your willingness to co-aperate in our research, Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any questions.

‘ours sincerely,

wssistant Professor Alenka Kra3ovec, on behalf of the research team

28.04.04
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Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenka Krasovec [alenka krasovec@uni-ij.si]
Sent: 26. marec 2004 8:57
Ta: d.judge@strath.ac.uk

Subject; committees and interest groups
Dear Prof. Judge,

I'am waling to you on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana, Slovenia, We
are currently involved in a project concerning the “Committecs of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation between Legislature und Interest Groups™, which is being funded by the Slovenian Nationaj
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Our research tcam 15 composed of Alenka Krasoves, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damyjan Lagh and the rescarch team
has (on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whem to tulk. Accordingly, we
waould like to ask vou to ¢o-operate in our project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided t¢ undertake a corparative analysis of standing orders and
empirical dala on co-operation between committees and interests Broups.

We hope vou can find some time to answer tie attached set of shorl questions to help us make our research
internationally comparable. Should you prefer to answer the questions by tclephone, please provide your
telephone number so that we can make contact with you.

We thank you in advance for your willingness to cu-operale in our research. Pleass do not hesitate 1o contact us
should you have any guestions.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovec, on behalf of the research team

28.04.04
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Alenka Krasavec

Fram: Alenka Krasovec [alenka. krasovec@uni-lj.si]
Sent: 26 marec 2004 §:35

To: copeland@ou edu

Subject: committees and interest groups

‘Dear Prof. Copeland,

['am writing to you on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Lijubljana, Slovenia, We
are currcatly invelved in a project concering the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as 2 Central Place of
Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian National
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Qur research team is composed of Alenka Krasovee, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the research team
has (on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk, Accordingly, we
would likc to ask you to co-operate in our project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
empirical data on co-operation between committees znd interests groups.

We hape you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
mternationally comparable. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide your
telephone number so that we can male contact with vou,

We thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our rescarch. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should vou have any questions,

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovec, on behalf of the research team

28.04.04
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Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenka Krasovec {alenka krasovec@uni-ij.sf]
Sent: 26 marec 2004 8:53

To: dewinter@spri.ucl.ac.be

Subject: committees and interest groups

Dear Prof. De Winter,

[ am wniting t0 you on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana, Slevenia. We
are currently involved in a project concerning the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as u Central Place of
<o-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Siovcnian National
Assembly and the Mimistry of Education, Sc¢ience and Sport.

Our research team is composed of Alenka Kradovec, Danica Fink-Hafner and Darmnjan Lajh and the research team
has {on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Accordingly, we
waould like to ask you to €o-operate in our project,

Yor the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
smpirical data on co-operation between committees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
nternationally comparable. Shouid you prefer to answer the questions by telephons, please provide your
welephone number so that we can make contact with you.

Ne thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our research. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any questions.

{ours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovec, on behalf of the research team

‘8. 04, 04



Page 1 of 1

Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenks Krasovec [alenka.krasovec@uni-lj.si]
Sent:  25. marec 2004 8:48
To: eileen.connely@dcu ie

Subject: committees and interest groups
Dear Prof. Connoly,

{ am writing Lo you on behalf of the research team at the Centrc for Political Research in Ljubljana, Slovenia. We
are currently involved in a project concerming the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place of
—0-Operation between Legisiature and Interest Groups™, which is being funded by the Slovemian National
Assemnbly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Qur research team is composed of Alenka Kradovec, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the research tcam
aas {on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuzble expert with whom to tajk. Accordingly, we
would like to ask you Lo co-operate in our project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake 2 comparative analysis of standing orders and
:mpirical data on co-operation between committees and interests 4roups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
aternationally comparable. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide vour
«elephone number so that we can make contact with YO

#e thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our research. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any guestions,

fours sincerely,

\ssistant Professor Alenka KraSovae, on behalf of the research team

28.04. 04
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Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenka Krasovec [alenka krasovec@uni-.si}
Sent: 26 marec 2004 8:46

Ta: P.Mertoni@hull ac.uk

Subject: commitiees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Morton,

I'am writing t0 you on behalf of the research tzam at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana, Slovenia. We
are currently involved in a praject concerning the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation between Lcgislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian Narional
Assembly and the Minisiry of Education, Science and Sport.

Our research team is composed of Alenka Kradovee, Danicu Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the research team
has (on the basis of analysed articles) idenlified you as a valuable expert with whom to tatk. Accordingly, we
would like to ask you to co-operate in our project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
empirical data on co-operation between committees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
internationally comparable. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide vour
telephone number so that we can make contact with you.

We thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our research. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any questions.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krafovec, on behalf of the research team

28.04.04
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Alenka Krasovee

Fram:  Alenka Krasovec [alenka.krasovec@fdv.uni-fj.si]
Sent; 28. aprii 2004 13:16

To: P Norton@hull.ac uk

Subject: committees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Norton,

I am writing to you on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Political Rescarch in Ljubijana, Slovenia. We
are currently involved in a project concerning the “Committees of the Slovenc Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian National
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Our research team is compased of Alenka Kra3ovec, Danica Fink-Hafher and Damjan Lajh and the rescarch team
has (on the busis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Accordingly, we
would like to ask you to co-operate in our project,

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake a comparative analysis of standing orders arnd
empirical data on co-operation between comimittees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our tesearch
internationally comparable. Shouid you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide vour
telephone number so that we can make contact with you,

We thank vou in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our research, Please dg not hesitate to contact ug
should you have any questions.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Kra%ovec, on behalf of the research team

28.05. 04
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Alenka Krasoves

From: Alenka Krasovec {glenka krasovec@fdy. uni-j_si
Sent: 28. aprif 2004 13:15

To: eileen.connoiy@dcu.is

Subject: commiltees and interest groups

Dear Prot. Connaly,

T am writing to you on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Pelitical Research in Ljubljana, Slovenia. We
are currently involved in a project conceming the “Committees of the Slovenc Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-COperation between Legislature and Imeres Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian National
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport,

Qur research team s composed of Alenka Krasoves, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the research team
has {on the basis of analysed articles) identificd you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Accordingly, we
would like to ask you to co-operate in our project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake a comparative analysis of standing arders and
empirical data on co-operation between committees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions 10 help us make our research
internationally comparable. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone. please provide your
telephone number so that we can make contact with YOl

We thark you in advance for your willingness o co-operate in our research. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any guestions.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Kradovece, on behalf of the research team

28.05.04

12



Page 1 of 1

Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenka Krasovec [alenka krasovec@fdv.uni-ij si]
Sent; 28 april 2004 13:14

To: dewinter@spri.ucl.ac.be

Subject: committees and interest groups

Dear Prof, De Winter,

I am writing to you en behait of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana, Slovenia. We
are currently involved in a project concerning the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian Natinnal
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Our research team is composed of Alenka Kratovee, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the research team
has {on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Agccordingly, we
would like to ask you to co-opcrate in our project,

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake a comparalive analysis of standing orders and
empirical data on co-operation between committess and interests groups,

We hope vou can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us maks our research
internationally comparable. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephore, please provide vour
telephone number so that we can make contact with you.

We thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our research. Please do not hesilate to contact us
should you have any questions.

Yours sincercly,

Assistant Professer Alenka Kragoves, on behalf of the research team

28.05.04
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Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenka Krasoves [alenka.krasovec@fdv. uni-j.si]
Sent:  28. april 2004 13:13

To: copefand@ou.edu

Subject: committees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Copeland,

[ am writing to you on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana, Slovenia. We
are currently involved in a project concerning the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian National
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Our research team is composed of Alenka Krasovee, Danica Fink-Hafuer and Damjan Lajh and the research team
has (on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Accordingly, we
would like to ask you to co-operate n our project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to underake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
empirical data on co-operation between comumittees and interests Eroups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
internationally comparable. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide vour
telephone number so that we can make contact with you.

We thank you in advance for vour willingness to co-operale in our research. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any questions.

Yours sincerely

Ja

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovee, on behaif of the research team

28.05.04
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Alerika Krasovecr

From: Alenka Krasovec [alenka.krascvec@mv.uni—lj.sd
Sent: 28 april 2004 1313

To: djudge@strath.ac.uk

Subject: committees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Judge,

[ am writing to you on behaif of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Lijubljana, Slovenia. We
ar¢ eurrently involved in a project concemning the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian National
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Our research team is composed of Alenka Krasovec, Danica Fink-Hafner and Darn jan Lajh and the research team
has (on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Accordingly, we
would tike to ask you to co-operate in cur project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to underiake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
empirical data on co-cperation between committees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions te help us make our research
internationally comparable. Should you prefer io answer the questions by telephone, please provide your
telephone number so that we can make contact with you.

We thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our rescarch. Please do not hesitate to contact us
sheuld you have any questions.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovee, on behalf of the ressarch team

28.05.04
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Alenka Krasover

From: Alenka Krasovec (alenka.krasovec@fdy.uni-lj.si]
Sent: 28, april 2004 13:15

To: T.K.Saalfeld@kent.ac.uk

Subject; committees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Saalfeld,

I'am writing 10 you on behalf of the rescarch team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana, Slovenia. We
are currently invoived in a project concerning the “Cemmittees of the Slevene Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation berween Legislarure and Interest Groups™, which is being funded by the Slovenian Nationai
Assembly and the Mmistry of Education, Science and Sport.

Qur research team is composed of Alenka Krafovee, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the rescarch teant
has {on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Accordingly, we
would like to ask you to co-operate in our project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
cmpirical data on co-operation belween cammittees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
Internationally comparable. Should vou prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide your

telephone number so that we can make contact with you.

We thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our tesearch. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any questions.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Kragovee, on behalf of the research team

28.05.04
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Alenka Krasovec

From: Thomas Saaifeid [T.K Saslfeld@kent.ac.uk
Sent: 28, april 2004 13:08

To: Alenka Krasoves

Subject: Re: committees and interest groups

- Dear Professor Krasovec,

Thanks for your emailreminder. The project seems extremely interesting. However, | do have to gay that | am very busy at
the moment. Since | am a comparativist and have worked on Germany as well as tha UK, could you please indicate whigh
Parliament you wish me to speak about?

Best,
Thomas Saalfald.

~—— Original Message -
From: Alenka Krasoveg

To: T.K Saaglfeld@kent.ac uk
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2004 12:14 PM

Subject: committees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Saalfeld,

[ am writing to you on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana, Slovenia,
We are currently involved in a project conceming the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place
of Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian National
Agsembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Dur research team is composed of Alenka Kradoves, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the research
teamn has (on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Accordingly,
we would like to ask you to co-operate in our project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
empirical data on co-operation between committees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time te answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our rescarch
internationally comparable. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide your
telephone number so that we can make contact with you.

We thank you in advance for your wiilingness to co-operate in our rescarch. Please do not hesitatc to contact us
should you have any questions.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovec, on behalf of the research team

(03.05.04
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Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenka Krasovec [alenka.krasovec@fdv‘uni-fj.si]
Sent: 28 april 2004 13:12

Ta: kstrom@weber.ucsd edy

Subject: committees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Strom,

I'am writing to vou on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana, Slovenia, We
are ourrenily involved in a project concerning the “Commitiees of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian National
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Our research team is composed of Ajenka Krasovec, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the research team
has (on the basis of analysed articles) identified you a5 a valuable expert with whom to talk, Accordingly, we
would iike to ask vou 1o co-operate in our project,

Fer the last phase of the project, we have decided t¢ undertake & comparative analysis of standing orders and
empirical data on co-operation beween committces and interests groups.

We hiope you can find some time (o answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
internationally comparable. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide your
telephone number so that we can make contact with you.

We thark you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our research. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any questions, :

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovec, on behaif of the research team

28.05.04
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Alenka Krasovec

From: Kaare Strom [KAST@adm ku.dk]
Sent: 28, april 2004 16:12

To:

Alenka Krasovec

Subject: SV: committees and interest groups

.Dear Prof. Krasovec,

Thank vou for your mail
Far clarification: do you want me to provide these assessments on the Norwegian Parliament?

Best,

Kaarez Strom

-----Oprindelig meddelelse--—-

Fra: Alenka Krasovec {malito:alenka_krasovec@fdv.uni-Ij.si]
Sendt: 28, april 2004 13:12

Til: kstrom@weber. ucsd.edu

Emne: committees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Strom,

! am writing to you on behalf of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubljana,
Slovenia. We are currently involved in a project concerning the “Cormnmittees of the Slovene Parliament as a
Central Place of Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being [unded by the
Slovenian National Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sporl.

Qur research team is composed of’ Alenka Krasovec, Danica Fink-Hafner and Damjan Lajh and the research
team has {on the basis of analysed aricles) identified you as z valuable expert with whom to talk.
Accordingly, we would tike to ask you to ¢o-operate in our project.

For the last phase of the project, we have decided to undertzke a comparative analysis of standing orders
and empirical data on co-operation between committees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of shart questions to help us make our research
internationally comparable, Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide your
telephone number so that we can make contact with you.

We thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our research. Please do not hesitate to
contact us should you have any questions.

Yours sincercly,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovec, on behalf of the research team

03.05.04
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1. Are committees formaily present as a central place of co-operation between legislaturc
and interest groups? If na, where 13 formally central place of co-operation between
legislature and interest groups?

Formally meaning mentioned in some type of document like standing orders or alike — no.
Formally meaning used by IGs to contact MPs - yes, but not s a central place. Generally, IGs
use informal meetings with important MPs like leaders of committees and subcommittees and
so on. Bur still - this is the last resort. More formalized are relations between [Gs and

government departments where most policy is discussed and decided.

2. Are committees {also) de facio central place of co-operation between legisiature and
interest groups”? If no, where is de facto central place of co-operation between
legislature and interest groups?

See Q 1.

3. In your opimicn, how important is co-operation between committees and interest
groups for pelicy-making processes in legislature?

It is important for cpposition parties to make pressure on goveming parties — they use
arguments of IGs to support the critisism of government. For changing of draft bills it used to
be important in previous periods when activism of parliament was higher, mainly duning the
periad of minority cabinet when almost half of government bills where rewritter. Nobody did
the analysis of how much reaily was rewritten, so I can rely only on information of opposition
parties which say — we had to rewrite all the draft bill. T checked it only for several drafts and
this was not true — they were changed slightly even though the draft bill looked diferently.
Cooperation might have also different form — pressure from legislature on departments for

policy changes. Tt happens because some MPs are involved in the preparation of draft bills in

departments.

4. Why in your opinion this co-operarien is important for policy-making processes in
legislature?

It has the capacity to change the policy included in draft bills.
5. Da you see any differences between committees in co-operation with interest groups?

Yes. There are some commiittes which have have special relations with several [Gs —

comumittee for public administration and environment has special relations with Association of
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towns and cities and Assocaition of regions (and there some other examples). Special relation
means that these groups are invited fo discuss draft bills in committees and subcommittees
and they arc allowed to talk during these discussions, which is formally not allowed by

standing orders.

6. If ves, can you please tell us why there are diffcrences between committees in their co-
operation with interest groups? Is this first of all
a) duc to leaders/presidents of committees (personal component)
b} duc to committees's working fields — committees are responsible for policics of
different »impartance« (policy component)
¢} due to different activity of interest groups (interest groups component)
d) other reason; please state a reason

B and C together — policy compont and insider features of IGs.

7. Have standing orders of your parliament been changed in last two decades, especially
in the view of co-operation between committees and interest groups?
There has been miajor change in legislative process to make it more stable and forecastable (1

attach desription of change).

8. If ves, what kind of change has occured (change of legislative procedure, change in
competences of committees...)?

Change of legislative procedure.

8. Can you, please describe and evaluate consequences of above mentioned change of
standing orders for co-operation between committees and interest groups?

The change of legislative procedure indirectly strenghten the role of committees. Which

means that what is approved in the committee has a very good position for being approved hy

the whole chamber. Thus, committees are the focus point of 1Gs,

10, Can you, please describe and evaluate any change in co-operation between committees
and interest groups which is not a {direct) consequence of change in standing orders?

Changes occur according to cabinet majorities/minorities. Now there is one-vote majerity

cabinets which means that all importatn changes must be decided by coalition leaders and

experts. It makes lobbying very transaction costly — there is 2 lot of people who have to be

21



Page 1 of 1

Alenka Krasovec

From: Alenka Krasovec [alenka.krasovecEuni-j.sil
Sent: 26 marec 2004 3:55

To: kstrom@weber.ucsd.edu

Subject: commitiees and interest groups

Dear Prof. Strom,

I am writing to you on behait of the research team at the Centre for Political Research in Ljubijana, Slovenia. We
are currently involved in a project concerning the “Committees of the Slovene Parliament as a Central Place of
Co-Operation between Legislature and Interest Groups”, which is being funded by the Slovenian National
Assembly and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Qur research team: is composed of Alenka Krasovec, Danica Fink-Hafner and Dammjan Lajh and the research team
has (on the basis of analysed articles) identified you as a valuable expert with whom to talk. Accordingly, we
would like to ask you to co-aperate in our project.

For the Jast phase of the project, we have decided to underiake a comparative analysis of standing orders and
empirteal data on co-operation between committees and interests groups.

We hope you can find some time to answer the attached set of short questions to help us make our research
mternationally comparabic. Should you prefer to answer the questions by telephone, please provide vour
telephone number so that we can make centact with you.

We thank you in advance for your willingness to co-operate in our research. Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you have any questions.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Professor Alenka Krasovec, on behal? of the research team

28. 04. D4
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